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TEXT OF PREBIDENT EISENEOWER'S UN ADDRESS
WiTH
TASS SUMMARY UNDERLINED

Madane President, Mr. Secretary General and delegates:

¥hen Sscretary Gemeral Hammarskijold's invitatien to ad-
dress this General issembly reached me im Bermuds, I was just
beginning a series of conferences with the Prime Hinisters and
Foreige Minizters ¢f Great Britain and France on some of the
problens that beset cur world,

Durisg the remainder of the Bermuda conference, I had con-
stantly is midd that abesd of me lay a great honor. That honor
is mine today as I stand here, privileged to address the General
Assenbly of the United Mationa.

At the same time that I appreciate the distinction of ad-
dressing you, I slso have a sense of exhilaration ss I look
upen this assesbly,

Fever before in history has so much hope for so many peopls
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tion and decision during these somber years have already realized
some of this hope.

But the great tests and the great accomplishments still lie
ahead. Asd in the sonfident expectation of these sccomplishuents,
I would use the office which, for the time beimg, I hold, to
assure you that the Goverpment of the United States will remsain
steadfast im its support of this body. This we shall do in the
convicticn‘ycu will provide faith which oan bring this world
lasting pesce for all astions, ned happiness and well being for
all men.

Qlaurly, it would not be fitting for me to take this oc~-
casion to present to you a meilateral American report om Bernuda .
Nevertheless, I assure you, that im our deliberations we thought
to imvoke those same great comcepts of universal psace amd tnu;n
dignity which are so plainly etched in your charter.

Eeither would it be a weasure of this great opportunity merely
to recite, however, hopefully, pious pxntitulg;;

1 therefore decided that this neaa:i%n warranted ny saying
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te you some of the things that have beem on the minds apd hearts
of my closest lagislative and executive associates and oo mine
for a great many months~-thoughts I had origisally plasned to
Say primarily to the American peopls.

Y know that the American people share my deep bdelief that
if a danger exists in the world, it is s dasger shared by alle-
and equally, that if a hope exists im the mind of one mation,
that kope should he shared by all,

Fiamally, if there is to be advanced any proposal designed
to ease by sven the smalilest measure the tensions of todays
world, what sors appropriate sudience could there be than the
menbers of the Gemeral Assembly of the United Mations.

I feul impelled to speak today in a language that is a sease

is new--one whieh 1, who have spent so much of my 1ife in the

military profession, would have preferred mever to use,

That new lasguage is the language of atomic warfare.

The atomic age bam moved forward at such a pace that every

citizen of the world should have some comprehsnsion, at least in
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somparative torns, of the sxtent of this dsvalaggsut, of the
utmost significance to all of us, Clearly, if th:fgggglet of

the world are to comduct an imtelligent search for pesce, they

must be armed with the significant facts of today’s existence,

¥y recital of atomic danger and pover is necessarily stated
in United States terns, for these are the only incontrovertible
facts that I kmow, I need hardly point out to this sssenbly,
however, that this subject is giobal, not merely mstional in
sbharacter,

Cn July 18, 1945, the United Btates set off the world's

first atomic test explosioen,

Bince that day is 1948, the United States of Americs has com-

ducted 42 atomic test explosions.

Atomic bombs today are more than 28 times as powerful as
the weapons with which the atomic age dawned, while hydrogen
seapons are is the ranges of millions of toms of TXT equivaleat,

Today, the United States' stockpile of atomic weaApOnS,

which, of course, iscreases daily, exceeds by many times the
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explosive equivalent of the total of all Dombs and all shells
that came from every plane and every gus in every theatre of war
through all the years of World war II,

A single alr group, afleat or land based, cam deliver s
destructive cargo exceeding in power all the bombs that fell on
Britain iv World War II.

In size and variety the development of stomic weapons Bas
been no lems remarkable. This development has been such that
atonic vespons have virtually achieved convenmtiosal status within
our armed services. Is the United Btates services, the Army,
the Navy, the Air Force, amd the Marine Corps are all Sapable
today of putting this weapon to ailitary use.

But the dread secrst and the fearful emgines of atomic might
are pot ours alone,

Is the first place, the secret is possessed by our frieads

and allies, CGreat Britain and Cazads, whose scientific gesius
made n tremendous contribution to our origimal discoveries and

the demigns of atomic bombs.
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The Soviet Union has informed us that, over recent years, it

bhas devoted extensive resources to atomic wespons. Durisg this

pericd, the Soviet Union bas sxaploded s series of atomic devices

tacluding at least ¢ne involvisg thersomuclesr resctions,

If at ome time the United States possessed what might bave

been called a moncpoly of stomic power, that momopoly ceass to

exist some years sgo. Therefore, slthough evr sarlier start has

permitted us to acoumulate what is todsy a great quantitative ad-
vantage, the atomic realities of today comprshend two facts of
aven grester signitficance,

First, the kumowledge now possessed by four nations will even-
tually be shared by others, possibly all others.

Second, even 1 vast superiority in punbers of weapons, asd &
comsequent capability of devastating retaliation, is lﬂ;ﬁt.’l‘ii’t,
of itsel?f, sgatnst the fearful saterinl damage and toll of human
ilives that would bs inflioted by surprise aggression,

The free world, at least dimly avare of the facts, has saturally

enbarked op & large program of warning and defense systems, That
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progras will de acoslorated and oxpanded,

But let no one thisk that the expenditure of vast sums for
WEADORS and systems of defense can guarantse absclute safety for
the cities and citizens of any sationi The awful arithwetic of
the atomic bomb does not permit of such an easy solution. Even
sgainst the most powerful defense, an aggressor in possession of
the effective minimum sumber of atomic bombs for a surprise attack
could probably place a sufficient nuebar of his bouds on the
chosen targets to cause hideocus damage,

Should an atomic attack be lausched against the United
8tates, our reactions would bs swift amd resolute, But for me
to aay that the defesse capabilities of the United States are
such that they could isflict terrible lesses upon an ALEYEREOL =~
for me to say that the retaliation capabilities of the United
States are so groat that such as aggresacr's iand would be laid
waste--2ll this while faot, is not the true expressioa of the
parpose and the hope of the United Btates,

(Here TASS isterpolated: “After stating that two ‘atomic
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colossl’ exist in the world Eisenhower stressed the military
might of the United States while asserting simultaneously thst
the United States purportedly created its atomic might only fer

defensive purposes agaimst 'as aggressor.'")

To pause there would be to confirm the hopeless fimality of

a belief that two atemic colossi sre doomed malevolently te eye

sachk other imdefinitsly across a irembling world, To step there

would be to accept helplessly the probability of civilimation

destroyed-«the annihilation of the irreplaceadble heritage of man-
kind handed down toc us from generation to generation--and the
condempation of mankind to degin all over again the ageless
struggle upwsrd from savagery toward decency, Jjustice, and right,
Surely no sape meunber of the human race could discover vig-
tory in such descolation. Could anyone wish his mame to be
coupled by history with such human degradatiop and destruction?
Occasional pages of history do record the faces of the “great
destroyers” but the whole bock of history reveals mankind's

never-ending guest for peace and mankind's God-given ocapacity
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to build,

It is with the book of history, and not with isolated pages,
that the United States will ever wish to be idestified, ¥y
country wasts to be cosstructive, mot destrvotive, It wants
agreements, not wars, amosg nations. It wants itself to live ia
freedom and in the aconfidence that the people of every other
nation enjoy squally the right of choosing their own way of 1ife.

S0 =y country's purpose is to help us move sut of this dark
qhnnbar of horrors into the light, to find a way by which the
ninds of men, the hepes of men, the souls of men everywhere, can
move forward peace and happiness and well being,

In this quest, I know that we muat not 1ack patience.

I know that in a world divided, such as ocurs today, salvation
capnot be attaised in ore dramatio act.

I know that many steps will have to be taken over many months
before the world can look at itself one day and truly realiize

that a pev elimate of sutually peaceful confidence is sbroad in

the world,
79R00890A000200020016-6
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But I know, above all slse, that we must start to take these
stepi~-now,
The United States and its allies, Great Britain apd France,

have over the past mosths tried to take some of these steps,

4t no one say that we shun the conference table.

On the record hay long stood the reguest of the United
States, Great Britain, and Frasee, to megotiate with the Soviet
Union the problems of s divided Germany.

Un that record has long stood the request of the same thres
sations to megotiate an Austrian state treaty.

On the same yecord still stands the request of the Usited
Hationa to megotiate the problems of Xovea,

¥ost recently, we have received froz the Soviet Union what
is in offect an expression of willingness to hold a four power
megting, Along with our allies, Great Britain and Prance, we
wers pleased to see that this did sot comtain the unscceptable

pre-conditions previously put forward by the Soviets,

As you already knew from our joint Bermuda communique, the
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to mest with the Soviet Umicn.

Ihe Government of the United states approaches this confersnce

vith bopeful simoerity, We will beud every effort of our miuds

30 _the sisgle purpose of smerging from that sonfersnce with

tangible results toward peace--the only trus way of lesseniag

intermational tession.

We never have, and never will, propose or suggest that the
Soviet Union suryesder what is vrightiully here.

¥e will mevar say that the peoples of Russia are an snemy
with whom #e have no demire ever to deal or mingls is Iriendly
and fruitful relationship,

On the contrary, we hope that this couference uay initiate
& relationship wvith the Soviet Usicn which will sventuslily bring
about & frec intermingling of the pecples of the East and the
Yeat--the one gure, humen way of developing the understanding
required for confident and peaceful relations.

Insntead of the dimcontent which is mow settliing uwpon Easters

Germany, ofcupied Austria, amd the countries of Eastern Surope,
129 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000200020016-6
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we seek a harmonious family of free Europeas nations, with none
& threat to the other, and least of all a threat to the peoples
of Rumsia.

Beyond the turmoil and strife and misery of Asia, ve seek
the peaceful opportunity for thess pecples to develop their
satural resources and to elevats their lot,

These are not idle words or shallov visions. Bebind thes
1ies a story of nations lstely come to independence, not as a
result of war, but through free grant of peaceful pegotiatien.
There im & r;card of assistance gladly given by mations of the
Yest to mesdy pesoples and to those sufferisg the temporary ef-
fects of famine, drcught, asd natural digaster.

These are deeds of peace, They speak more loudly thas promises
er protestaticns of peaceful intent.

But I dv not wish to rest sither upon the reiteration of
past proposals or the restatement of past desds., The gravity of
the time is such that every new avenus of peace, 50 matter how

dimly discersible, should bs explered.
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been explored--an avenue mov 1aid out by the General Assembly of

the United Nationms,

In its resolutios of November 18, 1933, this General Asssubly

suggested--and I quote "that the disarmament commission siudy the

desirability of establishisg a subcommittee consistisng of repre-
sentatives of the povers priscipally involved, which should seek,

in private, am scceptable solution--sné report o such s solution

The United States, heeding the suggestion of the General

Assenbly of the United Nations, is instantly ared to mest

privately with such other countries as may be "primcipally imvolved,”

to seek “an acceptadle solution™ to the atomic sarmamsnts race

which overshadows not only the peace, but the very lite, of the world,

¥e sball carry isto these private--or diplomatic-- talks a

aew_gonception,
The United States would sesk more than the mere reduction

or eliminatior of atomic materials available for mnilitary purposes.
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It is not enough to take this weapon out of the hands of the
soldiers. It wust De puvt into the hands of those who will know
how to strip its military casing and adapt it to the arts of
poage,

The United States knows that 1f the fearful trend of stomic
wilitary buildup car be reversed, this greatest of destruction
tnracs.cnu be developed 1into a great boon, for the bhenefit of all
mapkind,

The United States ksows that peaceful power Ifrom atomic ensrgy
is no dream of the future, That capability, already proved, is
hore--now-=today. ¥Yho cam doubt, if the entire body of the
world's u#tgnttutn and engineers had adequate amounts of fissiouable
material with which to test and develop their idess, that this
sapability would rapidly be tramsformed into universal, sificient,
and economic usage?

To hasten the day when fear of the atom will begin to disa-
ppexr from the misnds of ithe people apd the governments of the

East and Wast, there are certais steps that can be taken now,
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I therefore make the following proposal:

The goversssuts privcipaily imvolved, to the extent permitted
by elessutery prudesce, to begis sow and contiswe to make joiat

would be withis the of the "private couversatioss™
1 _have referred to earlier,

The Usited Htates is prepared to undartake these sxploraticns
in good faith, Any partser of the United States acting in the
same good faith will find the United States is 3 Sot unreasomable
OF ungenerous associate,

Undoubtedly iaitial and early contributions to this plan

would be smsll in quantity. BHowever, the proposal has the great

virtue that it

suspicioss imcident to any attempt to set up a completely scceptable
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The atonic energy agemcy couid be made respossible for the

impounding, storage and protection of the comtributed fissicnable

and other mateorials. The ingenuity of our scientists will provide

apecial safe conditions under which such a bank of fissionable
materixl could be madevessentially immume to surprise seizure,

The more moﬂgpit responsibility of this atomic energy

agency would be to devise methods whereby this fissionadle material
would be allocated to serve the peaceful pursuits of mankind,

Exports would be mobilized to apply atomic energy to the needs

of agriclture, medicine, and other pesceful activities, A special
purpose would be to provide adundant electricsl energy in the
povwer-starved aress of the world, Thus the contributing powers
would be dedicating some of their strength to serve the needs
rather than the fears of msakind,

The United States would be more than willing~-~it would be

proud to take up with others "principally involved” the development

of plans whereby such peaceful use of atomic energy would be

sxpedited,

D
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0f those ':princggglg iml'uﬁ" the Soviet Wicm must, of

cougse, be one.

1 would be prepared to swbmit to the Congress of the United
States, and with every expsctation of approval, any such plan that
would:

Yirst--Encourage world-wide imvestigation imto the nont ef-
factive peacetime uses of fissionable material, and i» the certainty
that they had all materials needed for the comduct of all experi-
ments that were appropriate.

Second--Begis to diminish the potential destructive power of
the mld's atouic stockpiles;

Third-~Aliow all peoples of all nations to see that, in this
ealightened age, the great powers of the earth, both of the East
and of the West, are interested im human aspirations first and
forsmost rather than in building uwp the armaments of war.

Pourth--Open up & new chammel for m@éml discusnsion and
imitinte at least a new approach to the masy difficult probless
that must be solved in bdoth private and pudlic conferences 12 the
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Positive progress toward peace.

. Againmt the dark bdackground of the atomic bomb, the United

States does mot wish merely to Mt streagth, but also the desire

and hope for peace,

. The coming wonths will be fraught with fateful decisions.
in this assendbly; iz the capitals and uilitary mtm of
the world; in the hearts nf’un everyvhers, De they goverasd or
governors, may they be the decisions which will lead tm.. world out
of feaxr and into peace.

To the making of these fateful deeisions, the United States
pledges before you--and therefore befors the world--its determins-
tion to help solve the fearful atomic dilemma-~to devote its en-
tire heart and aind to find the way by which the miraculous is-
ventivesess of man shall not be dedicated to his death, but conse-
crated to his life,

i again thank the delegates for the gresat honor they have
done me in imviting me to appear defore them and listening so

sourteocusly.

CPYRGHT
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CPYRGHT
[express his attitude on the question of bapaing atomic weapoms.™)]
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